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P R E F A 


IN  the  following  pages  I have  defrayed  one 
of  the  props  of  hier chiefs  Impofiure  by  giving  a 
fui table  definition  and  defcription  of  the  Vene- 
real Rofe,  by  elucidating  its  true  nature, , and 
by  adapting  thereto  a method  of  cure  fimple 
Jafe  and  certain  without  a chance  for  any  of 
the  bad  confluences  that  have  hitherto  fo  fre- 
quently occurred  in  praBice . I fay  without  a 
chance  for  any  of  thofe  confequences  provided 
that  the  patient  can  firiBlv  conform  to  the 
rules  laid  down. 

It  is  worth  notice  that  no  recourfe  is  had  to 
Mercury  for  the  Venereal  Rofe  or  for  any  of 
Us  Complications  remarked  upon  in  this  work . 
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I am  of  opinion  that  much  mifery  might  be 
prevented  by  uflng  Mercury  even  as  a general 
medicine  in  very  few  cafes ; Antimony  on  the 
fame  principle  in  no  cafe  whatever ; and  for  the 
Venereal  Rofe  no  injections  whatever. 

An  Appendix  is  added  for  the  fake  of  afcer - 
taining  the  cure  of  the  Venereal  Rofe  extruded 
chiefly  from  my  publication  on  the  Kinkcough. 


Grosvenor  Street, 
June  n,  1799. 
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TREATISE 

• 

ON  THE 

VENEREAL  ROSE. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Of  the  Synonymes ; the  Definition  % the  De- 
fer ipt  ion  ; and  the  Prognofiick  of  the  Vene- 
real Rofe. 


§ 1.  The  Synonymes . 


Gonorrhoea  Impura.  Cullen . Synops.  Nofo- 
log.  gen.  12 1.  fpec.  2. 

Gonorrhoea  Syphylitica.  Sauvages . Nofolog. 

Method.  Clafs  ix.  gen.  30.  Ip.  4. 

» 

Dyfuria  Venerea.  EjufHem.  Clafs  ix.  gen.  27. 
fp.  4. 
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Gonorrhoea  Syphylitica.  Sagar.  Syft.  Mor- 
bor.  Symptom.  Cl.  v.  Orel.  iv.  gen.  31. 
fpec.  5. 

Gonorrhoea  Virulenta.  Aftruc  de  Morb.  Ve- 
ner.  Lib.  3.  cap.  1. 

Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  Sicca.  Ejufd.  Lib.  3. 
cap.  3. 

The  Virulent  Gonorrhoea  or  Clap  of  moft 
Britifh.  writers. 

Eryfipelas,  the  name  given  by  the  Greeks 
to  that  kind  of  inflammation,  a fpecies  of 
which  we  are  about  to  treat,  alludeth  to  its 
ipreading  tendence,  as  well  as  to  its  colour: 
From  this  laft  quality  fome  of  the  modern 
nations  of  Europe  have  alfo  affigned  it  a 
name,  calling  it  Rofa  or  the  Rofe ; which 
feems  fo  well  adapted,  that  it  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  fupplant  a very  inapplicable  one, 
though  in  common  ufe,  the  St.  Anthony’s 
Fire.  I therefore  add,  as  a new  fynonyme 
of  the  difeafe  now  to  be  confidered, 


The 
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The  Venereal  Rofe. 
§ 2.  The  Definition. 


The  V enereal  Rofe  may  be  defined  an  ery- 
fipelatous  or  diffufed  inflammation  of  the  paf- 
h)r  generation,  commonly  productive  of 
a conftant  purulent  difcharge,  and  always 
arifing  from  infeftious  intercourfe. 

% 

I have  faid  commonly  productive  of  a dif- 
charge, becaufe  now  and  then  it  occurs  with- 
out any  difcharge  at  all ; like  any  other  fpe- 
cies  of  the  Rofe  that  I am  acquainted  with. 
It  muft,  however,  be  allowed,  that  no  other 

fpecies  of  the  genus  is  fo  feldom  without  an 
excretion. 


§ 3*  Defcription. 

The  Venereal  Rofe  ufually  begins  in  four 
or  five  days,  and  fometimes  in  a few  hours, 
but  feldom  later  than  eight  or  nine  days 
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after  infedtion.  A heat  of  urine  commonly 
precedes  the  running  for  a day  or  lefs ; 
though  fometimes  the  latter  is  the  fird  fymp- 
tom.  The  difcharge  at  the  beginning  is 
thin,  colourlefs,  and  in  fmall  quantity:  but 
it  foon  increafes  in  quantity ; and  at  the  fame 
time  acquires  more  confidence  and  fome 
colour.  It  is  generally  of  a thin  creamy  con- 
fidence and  colour.  It  is  often  whitifh : 
fometimes  it  is  greenifh ; and  fometimes  of 
various  colours.  It  is  always  fetid.  It  is 
generally  mod  copious  when  the  patient  is 
warm  in  bed.  The  colour  of  this  running, 
whether  frefh  or  dryed  upon  linen,  continues- 
the  fame;  and  hath  little  mo;e  effedt  in 
diffening  the  cloth  than  if  it  had  been  water. 

In  a few  days  after  this  diforder  hath  com- 
menced, it  is  attended  with  frequent  painful 
erections,  called  Chordee,  from  the  corded 
fenfation  that  the  patient  complains  of  for 
the  time,  as  well  as  from  the  part  adedted 

being 
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being  drawn  at  thofe  times,  when  this  fymp- 
tom  is  at  the  word:,  into  a certain  curved 
appearance  tending  downward.  Sometimes 
thofe  erections,  though  equally  painful,  are 
attended  with  no  incurvation.  Erections,  as 
often  as  they  happen, . aggravate,  for  fome 
hours,  all  the  other  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe : 
and  fometimes  the  running  is  then  ftreaked 
with  blood.  At  fuch  times  an  hemorrhage 
from  the  urethra  now  and  then  happens. 

The  Venereal  Rofe  is  generally  at  the 
worfl  in  a week : the  running  is  then  copious, 
though  unequally  fo;  the  pain  on  making 
water  is  great,  giving  a hot  or  fcalding, 
accompanied  with  a fhrait  fenfation ; and  the 
chordee  is  fevere,  coming  chiefly  when  the 
patient  is  warm  in  bed,  or  when  he  is  heated 
by  exercife  or  intemperance.  The  yard  is 
alfo  fwelled.  The  whole  glans  is  redder 
than  natural : and  that  part  of  it  which  ter- 
minates the  urethra  is  fwelled,  inflamed,  more 
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dilated,  and  very  painful  to  the  touch.  The 
whole  feat  of  the  difeafe  is  tender  to  the 
touch  ; though  fome  parts  of  it  are  more  fo 
than  others : but  the  chief  tendernefs  is  under 
the  bulbous  extremity  of  the  yard,  where 
fome  hardnefs  is  alfo  felt;  and  here  it  is 
where  the  pain  and  heat  are  chiefly  felt  from  ’ 
the  paffing  of  the  urine. — This  is  the  ftate 
of  the  fymptoms  when  the  Venereal  Rofe  is 
at  the  height. 

Sometimes,  befide  the  more  common  fymp- 
toms  as  mentioned  above,  the  patient  com- 
plains of  inguinal  pains,  and  of  pains  of  the 
teflicles,  and  of  their  containing  bag,  galled 
Scrotum , and  even  in  the  yard  itfelf,  efpecially 
when  fwelled,  from  the  middle  toward  the 
glans. 

Thofe  pains  of  the  yard  are  fometimes 
conftant ; at  other  times  they  intermit,  but 
irregularly.  They  are  defcribed  by  the  pa- 
tient as  aching,  fometimes  as  burning,  and 

fome- 
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fometimes  as.  fhooting  pains;  and  fometimes 
they  convey  an  idea  of  numbnefs.  They  are 
in  general  not  fixed  ; for  they  are  commonly 
in  the  body  of  the  yard  and  in  the  urethra  by 
turns.  They  are  neither  affedled  by  the  touch 
nor  by  the  palling  of  the  urine.  The  run- 
ning, however,  is  always  more  during  thofe 
pains.  The  fwelling  of  the  yard  is  alfo  in- 
creafed  by  the  pains. 

The  inguinal  pains  are  fometimes  accom- 

> 

panied  with  a flight  enlargement  of  the  fmall 
glands  feated  there. 

In  this  difeafe,  as  it  has  hitherto  been  de- 
ferred, the  pulfe  is  calm,  provided  that  the 
patient  is  otherwife  is  good  health. 


But  fometimes  there  is  pain  of  a fixed  na- 
ture, which  is  fituated  in  the  fpace  between 
:he  anus  or  fundament  and  the  teflicles ; 
which  fpace  is  known  by  the  technical  term 
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Perinaum.  This  pain  is  at  all  times  trouble- 
fome ; but  particularly  fo  when  the  patient 
walks,  or  fits,  or  when  he  makes  water. 
While  fitting,  he  is  obliged  to  reft  on  one 
hip  that  he  may  avoid  prefture  on  the  part 
affedted,  which  would  give  exquifite  pain. 
The  pain  from  making  water  is  ftili  worfe 
juft  after  it  is  made. 


It  like  wife  hath  happened,  that  the  patient 
complains  of  hardnefs  and  fevere  pains  of  the 

belly,  from  the  navel  down,  with  an  almoft 

» 

total  fuppreftion  of  urine.  Thefe  fymptoms 
are  alfo  attended  with  fevere  pain  in  the 
fmall  of  the  back:  and  the  patient,  even  in 
bed,  can  only  recline  backward  and  in  a half 
eredt  pofture. 


i 


The  Venereal  Rofe  is  alfo  fometimes  ac- 
companied with  fwelling  and  inflammation 
of  the  tefticles  and  fcrotum,  and  fometimes 
with  the  pox. 
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In  each  of  thefe  cafes  except  the  lafh  the 
pulfe  is  always  quick,  and  the  Ikin  warmer 
than  natural. 

Having  thus  given  a defcription  of  the 
Venereal  Rofe  from  the  beginning  to  the 
height,  I fhall  now  relate  the  progrefs  of  its 
decline  till  it  be  quite  removed. 

The  fwelling  of  the  yard  and  unnatural 
rednefs  of  the  gians  are  the  firfl  fymptoms 
that  go  off.  The  pain  and  ftraitnefs  on 
making  water,  and  all  the  other  pains  next 
gradually  difappear ; the  chordee  next,  which 
at  lad  is  fometimes  attended  with  a fenfe  of 
ftiffnefs  indead  of  pain:  and  the  running 
becomes  daily  lefs,  acquiring  at  the  fame 
time  lefs  and  lefs  fetor,  more  and  more  con- 
fidence, and  one  uniform  colour,  generally 

white.  At  length  the  running  becomes 

( 

very  inconfiderable,  inodorous,  tranfparent, 
colourlefs,  and  clammy  like  the  white  of  an 
egg.  From’ 
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From  the  time  that  the  difeafe  begins  to 
decline,  the  matter  when  dryed  upon  linen 
hath  a twofold  appearance : the  main  body 
of  the  ftain  preferves,  as  ufual,  the  colour  of 
the  frefh  running;  while  the  furrounding 
margin  is  colourlefs,  and  more  particularly 
fHffens  the  linen.  This  margin,  from  a very 
inconfiderable  beginning,  gradually  increafes, 
and  the  central  fpot  diminifhes  in  the  fame 
proportion,  till  toward  the  clofe  of  the  dif- 
eafe it  entirely  difappears ; when  the  running 
cannot  be  faid  to  ftain  the  linen,  becaufe  it  is 
only  diftinguifhed  on  the  cloth  by  exhibiting 
a flarched  appearance.  This  remark  is  juft  in 
thofe  who  have  had  the  difeafe  feldom;  other- 
wife  the  running  in  general  continues  muddy 
to  the  lafb  At  the  time  when  the  difcharge 
is  colourlefs,  it  is  become  very  inconfiderable 
and  foon  ceafes  entirely. 

An  itching  attends  the  decline  of  the  dif- 
eafe on  ere&ions ; and  alfo  on  the  palling  of 

the 
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the  urine,  except  when  a good  deal  is  made, 
and  then  a forenefs  is  felt  toward  the  lad:. 
There  is  generally  no  forenefs  now  from 
preffure  any  where  in  the  courfe  of  the 
urethra.  A more  than  ufual  frequency  of 
the  urine  likewife  now  and  then  takes  place ; 
and  which  fometimes  fubfids  for  a little 
after  every  other  fymptom  of  the  difeale  is 
gone. 


In  women  the  Venereal  Rofe  begins  in 
much  the  fame  time  after  infection.  There 
is  a redundant  moidure  and  an  itching  fenla- 
tion  at  fird:.  Soon  after  the  running  becomes 
copious,  with  the  ufual  appearances  of  colour 
and  confidence  ; and  accompanied  with  pain, 
heat,  and  dwelling  of  the  parts  affedted,  which 
are  aggravated  by  walking. 

Here  alfo  the  fame  progrefs  toward  reco- 
very is  obfervable  as  in  the  other  fex.  The 
pains,  heat  and  dwelling  go  off  fird:;  the  pain 

i 
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from  making  water  next;  and  laftly  the  run- 
ning, which  gradually  terminates  with  the 
feme  appearances  as  have  been  already  de- 
fcribed  in  the  men. 

§ 4.  The  Prognojlick . 

The  Venereal  Rofe  always  admits  of  a fefe 
and  eafy  cure.  The  danger  or  the  difficulty 
folely  arifes  from  improper  treatment. 

I now  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  nature 
and  feat  of  the  V enereal  Rofe ; and  to  ex* 
plain  its  fymptoms. 
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CHAP.  II. 

" I 

Of  the  Nature , Seat,  and  Symptoms  of  the 

Venereal  Rofe. 

§ i.  Of  its  Nature  and  Seat. 

Gonorrhoea,  the  name  by  which  the 
Venereal  Rofe  hath  been  longed:  and  mod; 
generally  known,  hath  proved  an  unfortunate 
deception  as  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and, 
of  courfe,  as  to  the  method  of  curing  it. 
The  definitions  generally  given  by  authors 
have  not  had  a better  effeCt.  A few  have 
been  more  correCt  on  this  head  ; but  without 
deriving  any  advantage  from  their  accuracy. 
Of  this  number  is  Do&or  Aftruc,  who, 
though  he  admits  of  inflammation,  flill  fup- 
ports  the  original  doctrine,  that  the  Venereal 
Clap  is  the  feminal  difcharge  increafed  and 
vitiated  by  the  infectious  caufe.  His  defcrip- 

tion- 
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tion  of  the  difeafe  is  of  a piece  with  the 
theory:  neither  are  drawn  from  juft  obferva- 
tion.  And  his  method  of  cure  muft  prove  a 
greater  nuifance  to  a patient  than  even  the 

difeafe  itfelf : but  to  return. 

* 

Other  authors  ftate,  that  the  Venereal 
Rofe  is  an  ulcer.  On  this  fubjecl  there  are 
two  opinions;  fome  deriving  this  fuppofed 
ulcer  from  an  immediate  and  adlual  erofion 
of  the  part  affedted  by  the  venereal  miafms ; 
while  others  fay,  that  the  ulcer  is  the  confe- 
quence  of  inflammation  occafioned  by  thofe 
miafms.  Thefe  opinions  labour  under  diffi- 
culties which  their  feveral  authors  or  abettors 
could  never  folve : nor  is  it  to  be  wondered 
at,  fince  they  are  flatly  contradicted  by  the 
moft  accurate  inveftigation  of  the  part  affedt- 
ed,  in  fuch  as  happened  to  die  while  labour- 
ing under  the  Venereal  Rofe.  Morgagni 
has  proved,  that  in  fuch  cafes  there  is  a more 
than  natural  rednefs  and  a redundant  moif- 
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ture  in  the  urethra ; but  that  no  ulceration 
is  ever  leen*.  Thole  fadts,  while  they  over- 
turn the  doctrine  of  ulcer,  render  incontro- 
vertible  the  one  which  I am  now  to  advance, 
I muft,  however,  remark,  before  I proceed 
further,  that  even  the  learned  and  ingenious 
Nofologifts  have  loll  light  of  their  ufual  accu- 
racy  on  this  head,  by  giving  way  to  the  ge- 
nerally received  opinion,  in  ranking  the  Ve- 
nereal Role  with  the  fluxes,  and  not,  as  it  is 
by  nature,  with  the  inflammations.  Nor  is 
this  all ; for,  as  a natural  confequence  of  that 
overflght,  the  Ample  Venereal  Rofe  becomes 
two  difeafes,  and  fo  very  diftindt,  that  they 
barely  belong  to  the  fame  clafs ! namely,  the 
Venereal  Dyliiry  and  the  Venereal  Clap. 

The  Venereal  Rofe  is  either  Ample  or 
complicated.  It  is  known  to  be  a Ample 

* J.  B.  Morgagni  de  fedibus  et  caufis  morborum. 
Epiftol.  xliv.  Art.  3,  4,  5. 
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difeafe,  when  it  is  attended  with  no  other 
fymptoms  than  fuch  as  are  peculiar  to  the 
nature  and  feat  of  it.  When  other  fymp- 
toms occur,  they  only  give  rife  to  complica- 
tion and  not  to  any  difiindt  Ipecies. 

The  Ample  Venereal  Rofe  is  an  affe&ion 
of  the  urethra  or  urinary  pafiage  in  men, 
and  chiefly  of  the  vagina,  or  paffage  to 
the  uterus  or  womb  in  women.  It  is  an 
eryfipelatous  inflammation,  arifing  from  con- 
tact with  an  infectious  caufe.  This  inflam- 
mation generally  extends  as  far  as  the  middle 
of  the  urethra;  and  is  now  and  then  with- 
out any  difcharge ; but  moll;  commonly  it 

\ 

does  difcharge,  and  conftantly,  from  the 
whole  or  the  greatefl:  part  of  its  furface,  a 
purulent  matter,  which  gives  rife  to  the 
popular  name  of  the  difeafe. 

A common  eryfipelas  on  any  part  of  the 
body  is  ufually  attended  with  an  excretion. 

This 
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This  in  found  habits  is  ferous  ; and  not  being 
able  to  penetrate  the  cuticle  or  fcarfskin, 
feparates  it  from  the  cutis  or  true  Ikin,  and 
thus  forms  veficles  or  bladders  of  clear  water. 
However  in  cache£tick  habits  a purulent 
inftead  of  a ferous  difcharge  hath  frequently 
been  obferved. 

The  eryfipelas  of  which  we  are  treating 
difcharges  pus  inftead  of  lerum  for  two  rea- 
fons  : firft,  the  caufe  is  malignant ; fecondly, 
it  appears  that  the  partaffedted  of  itfelf  dif- 
pofes  the  eryfipelatous  excretion  to  be  puru- 
lent. An  evident  proof  of  this  occurs  not 
feldom  in  practice.  Even  in  the  moft  healthy 
habits,  for  example,  where  cleanlinefs  is  not 
attended  to,  a white  curdy  matter  is  apt  to 
gather  between  the  prepuce  or  forefkin  and 
the  neck  of  the  glans,  which,  by  its  acri- 
mony, occafions  a degree  of  inflammation 
attended  with  an  itching  and  a purulent  dif- 
charge. In  this  cafe  the  parts  are  inflamed 

B and 
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and  thickened ; but  not  the  fmalleft  appear- 
ance of  ulceration  or  excoriation  is  ever  per- 

✓ 

ceived.  What  is  called  the  Benign  Clap  is 
another  inftance  of  this  purulent  tendency. 

Having  thus  explained  the  origin  and  the 
nature  of  the  running,  all  the  fymptoms  are 
eafdy  accounted  for  on  the  fame  principle  as 
under. 

A 

§ 2.  Of  the  Explanation  of  its  Symptoms. 

\ 

When  the  inflammation  is  in  its  infancy, 
the  difcharge  is  thin  and  colourlefs  like  that 
.of  the  common  eryfipelas:  but  it  foon  ac- 
quires more  and  more  colour  and  confiffcence 
till  it  become,  when  the  inflammation  and 
confequent  malignity  are  at  the  height,  quite 
purulent. 

i \ 

The  pain  and  heat  on  making  water  are 
what  muft  be  expelled  from  a fharp  fluid 
palling  along  an  inflamed  part. 


The 


The  fenfe  of  ftraitnefs  and  fmallnefs  of  the 
lli  earn  on  making  water  point  out  that  the 
urinary  paffage  is  diminifhed  from  the  fides 
of  that  canal  being  thickened  by  the  inflam- 
mation. This  thicknefs  is  alfo  demonflrable 


by  the  cafe  mentioned  in  the  preceding  flec- 
tion where  the  diflcharge  is  from  the  neck 
of  the  glans  and  the  inflide  of  the  prepuce. 
Beiide,  there  is  a further  confirmation  by  M. 
Littre,  who,  on  diflecling  the  body  of  a man 
who  had  died  while  labouring  under  the  Ve- 
nereal Rofle,  found  the  urethra  inflamed, 

| Tickened,  harder  than  natural,  and  contain- 
ing a redundant  humour*. 


The  unequal  tendernefs  of  the  urethra  is 
::hiefly  owing  to  flome  parts  of  it  from  flruc- 

Nre  being  more  fluflceptible  of  irritation  than 
others. 

Obfervations  fur  la  Gonorrhee,  dans  les  Me- 

101  res  de  1’Academie  Royale  des  Sciences  pour  l’annee 
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The  chord.ee  originates  from  pain  taking 
place  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  urethra  and 
which  gradually  increafes  till  the  ereCtion  is 
completed,  when  it  is  at  the  word;;  and  then 
alfo  affeCts  the  whole  body  of  the  yard. 


The  curvature  and  extreme  pain  of  the 
yard  during  the  chordee  are  owing  to  the 
corpus  corvemofum  or  main  body  of  it  yielding 
but  with  much  difficulty  to  the  a^oniziiw 

J o 

contraction  of  the  urethra.  As  a proof  of 
this,  the  pain  is  inflantly  relieved  by  bending 
the  yard  downward  and  backward  and  fo 
affifting  the  incurvation  ; when  the  chordee 
alfo  quickly  ceafes.  Even  when  erections  are 
painful  without  incurvation  the  bending  of 
the  yard  will  be  attended  with  the  fame  good 
effeCts.  From  this  it  is  proved  that  the 
corpus  cavernofwn  buffers  merely  from  fympa- 
thy  with  the  urethra;  and  further  that,  when 
the  pain  without  curvature  is  equally  as  fe- 
vere  as  with  it,  the  fympathetick  atfeClion  is 

become 
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become  fo  ftrong  as  to  be  able  to  counter- 
balance the  inflammatory  irritation  of  the 
urethra. 

The  heat  of  the  bed  or  intemperance  adds 
to  the  irritability  of  the  inflamed  excretories, 
and  of  courfe  quickens  their  motions  which 
muft  increafe  the  running. 

Erections  not  only  increafe  the  running, 
but  fometimes  by  their  violent  action  on  the 
blood  veflels  force  the  blood  itfelf  through 
the  morbid  excretories  either  in  an  oozing 
ftate  or  profufely  as  a hemorrhage. 

The  colour  of  the  running  being  various 

O O 

and  its  confluence  incoherent  though  feem- 
ingly  thick  are  owing  to  the  humours  natu- 
rally balfamick  being  broke  down  by  the 
venereal  poifon. 

So  much  for  the  figns  of  exifting  inflam- 
mation. 

B 3 
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When  the  inflammation  is  gone  a morbid 
ff  nfibility  remains.  During  the  continuance 
of  this  the  chordee  is  attended  with  a fenfe 
offtiffnefs  inftead  of  pain;  and  the  paffing  of 
the  urine  now  become  free  creates  only  an 
itching,  except  when  a good  deal  is  made 
and  then  a fenfe  of  forenefs  fucceeds  from 
the  longer  continuance  of  the  titillating 

* 

caufe. 


The  frequent  calls  to  make  water  arife 

l 

from  the  neck  of  the  bladder  partaking  of 
morbid  irritability  through  fympathv  with 
the  urethra. 


The  different  appearances  of  the  running 
upon  linen  are  the  feveral  gradations  from 
malignity  to  the  found  balfamick  ffate. 


When  the  difeharge  is  become  thus  found 
and  balfamick  and  the  urine  free  we  are 
certain  that  the  whole  feat  of  the  diieafe, 

whatever 
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whatever  be  the  ffcru&ure,  is  now  alfo  found. 
And  no  flri&ure  or  caruncle  can  ever  occur 
from  fuch  a cure. 

Having  thus  explained  whatever  relates  to 
the  Venereal  Rofe  as  a fimple  difeafe,  I now 
proceed  to  inquire  into  its  complications 


. 
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CHAP.  HI. 

* 

I « 

Of  the  Complications  of  the  Venereal  Rofe . 

T **  > rt  ' y 

. 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter 
that  all  fuch  fymptoms  as  do  not  correfpond 
with  the  nature  and  feat  of  the  Venereal 
Rofe  are  to  be  confidered  as  pertaining  to 
complication.  On  this  principle  the  Vene- 
real Rofe  is  liable  to  various  complications. 
Tnefe  according  to  the  preceding  deferip- 
tion  are, 

Firft,  pains  fixed  or  moveable  in  the  yard 
with  their  concomitant  fymptoms. 

Secondly,  fixed  pain  in  the  Perinceum. 

Thirdly,  hardnefs  and  fevere  pain  at  the 
bottom  of  the  belly  with  violent  dyfury. 

Fourthly,  fwelling  and  inflammation  of 
the  teflicles  and  ferotum,  and 

Fifthly,  the  pox. 


The 


( 33  ) 

The  four  firft  complications  demand  par- 
ticular attention  as  being  intimately  connect- 
ed with  our  fubjeCt.  I fhall  therefore  briefly 
unfold  what  I take  to  be  the  nature  of  each, 
and  according  to  the  order  in  which  they  are 
mentioned. 

The  pains  in  the  yard  are  fpafmodick,  and 
the  confequence  of  a morbid  affeCtion  of  the 
firft  paffages  acting  on  this  weakened  organ. 
It  is  from  thofe  pains  chiefly  that  I have  ven- 
tured to  decide  on  the  extent  of  the  main 
difeafe,  not  doubting  that  they  equally  affect 
the  whole  of  it.  Befide,  Morgagni  has  ob- 
ferved  in  one  of  his  diffeCtions  that  the 
moifture  fuperabounds  only  fo  far  in  the 
urethra*.  The  fwelling  of  the  yard  and 
painful  inguinal  lumps  arife  from  the,  irrita- 
tion excited  by  thofe  fame  pains  whether 
moveable  or  fixed. 


* Lib.  citat.  cpiflol.  44.  art.  7. 
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The  acute  pain  in  the  Perinceum  depends 
on  an  inflammation,  which  is  faid  to  have  its 
feat  fometimes  in  Cowper’s  glands  and  fome- 
times  in  the  Prohate  gland.  Indeed  thofe 
cafes  may  happen  either  feparately  or  con- 
junftly : but  as  fuch  dihinctions  cannot  in 
my  opinion  be  of  any  ufe  either  in  theory 
or  practice,  I wifh  to  denominate  this  dif- 
eafe  by  the  Prohate  gland  alone  as  being 
the  moh  confiderable.  This  inflammation 
commonly  called  phlegmonous,  I call  con- 
hridted  by  way  of  dihindlion  from  the  ery- 
fipelatous  or  diffufed  inflammation : becaufe, 
fince  thofe  inflammations  are  intended  by 
nature  for  the  fame  end,  to  wit,  an  excretion, 
they  can  only  differ  as  to  the  parts  affedled. 
When  inflammation  falls  as  in  the  prefent 
cafe  on  a glandular  or  other  confined  part, 
the  pain  is  extreme  from  that  confinement 
during  the  preparatory  procefs  of  the  ex- 
cretory dudts  for  the  purulent  excretion; 
and  from  the  external  covering  of  the  part 

affedfed 


affiefted  being  not  only  inflamed  but  more 
and  more  ftretched  from  its  accumulating 
contents.  This  purulent  or  inflammatory 
excretion  commonly  called  fuppuration  is 
Nature’s  effort  to,  prevent  a mortification; 
being  in  certain  cafes  her  way  of  procuring 
a refolution  of  the  inflammation  by  thus 
breaking  down  and  expelling  the  immediate 
obftrufting  caufe  and  fo  reftoring  the  fluids 
that  had  thereby  been  impeded  to  their  pro- 
per circulation. 

The  third  complication,  namely,  the  hard- 
nefs  and  fevere  pain  at  the  bottom  of  the 
belly  accompanied  with  violent  dyfury  are 
fymptoms  of  inflammation  at  the  neck  of 
the  bladder.  The  hardnefs  chiefly  arifes 
from  the  bladder  being  over  diftended  with 
urine;  and  the  fevere  pain,  partly  from  the 
fame  caufe  and  partly  from  the  inflammation 
at  its  neck. 
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The  fourth  complication,  to  wit,  the  fwel- 
ling;  and  inflammation  of  the  tefticles  and 
fcrotum,  arifes  partly  from  vicinity  to  the 
Venereal  Rofe,  but  more  efpecially  from  the 
parts  latterly  affected  not  having  been  pro- 
perly fupported  from  the  beginning  of  that 
primary  difeafe. 

It  is  a pleafure  to  obferve  that  none  of  the 
preceding  complications  are  venereal;  that 
bad  management  is  almoSl  ever  their  occasi- 
onal caufe ; and  that  the  vicinity  of  the  main 
difeafe  is  as  often  no  more  than  the  predifpo- 
Sition.  I fay  it  is  a pleafure  to  be  able  from 
repeated  experience  to  make  thofe  remarks; 
as  fureiy  they  ought  to  be  powerful  motives 
with  the  patient  to  attend  ftriflly  to  his 
medical  advice ; Since  by  Such  attention  all 
probability  of  any  of  the  like  complications 
taking  place  will  be  obviated. 


The 
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The  fifth  complication  of  the  Venereal 
Rofe  is  barely  mentioned  as  being  fuch;  be- 
caufe  the  pox  does  not  further  come  within 
our  prefent  plan.  At  any  rate  it  is  a difeafe 
of  too  much  importance  to  admit  of  a fubor- 
dinate  difcufiion. 

The  means  of  cure  for  the  Venereal  Rofe 
and  its  feveral  benign  varieties  or  complica- 
tions make  the  fiubjedt  of  the  following 
chapter. 

v 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Rofe  and  of  its 
fever al  benign  Complications. 

The  common  methods  of  treating  the 
Venereal  Rofe  having  proved  to  me  unfatis- 
fa&ory,  I confidered  it  as  my  duty  to  look 
out  for  more  effectual  means.  And  as  the 

celebrated  Baron  Storck  had  remarked  that 

/ 

the  extract  of  hemlock  cured  this  difeafe  after 
having  refilled  all  other  remedies*  I became 
eager  to  try  its  effects  in  every  cafe  of  the 
Venereal  Rofe  without  exception  that  might 
come  under  my  care,  and  fo  long  as  the  fuc- 
cefs  fhould  warrant  my  perfeverance.  This 
refolution  I took  from  my  confidence  in 


* Supplement.  Neceflar.  de  Cicuta.  Corollar.  x.  Re- 
medium  eft  contra  gonorrhceum  inveteratam  rebellem. 
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whatever  my  learned  friend  afferts  as  a faCt ; 
as  well  as  from  my  own  knowledge  of  the 
general  effects  of  this  medicine  in  the  human 
body.  I began  this  practice  in  the  year 
leventy-four  ; and  have  ever  lince  found  it  far 
fuperiour  to  whatever  means  have  been  in 
common  ufe. 


I maintain  that  the  extract  of  hemlock,  or 
more  properly  according  to  my  form  the 
hemlock-  mats  for  pills  is  a fafe  and  certain 
cure  for  the  Venereal  Rofe;  but  that  the 

time  requifite  for  this  cure  depends  much  on 

* 

the  patient’s  attention  to  management.  When 
that  is  correct  it  proves  a cure  in  a fortnight. 
Otherwife  it  will  take  double  that  time  and 
more  to  effeCt  a cure. 

However  this  much  can  be  faid  in  favour 
of  hemlock,  that  even  where  the  cure  hath 
been  unneceffarily  protracted  it  hath  had  ex- 
traordinary good  effcCts  in  mitigating  every 

fymptom 
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fymptom  of  the  difeafe  and  in  warding  com- 
plications and  every  bad  confequence,  except 
fometimes  a gleet. 

After  what  hath  been  faid,  it  is  the  lefs  to 
be  wondered  at  when  I affirm  that,  befide 
curing  the  difeafe  in  queftion,  I have  never 
yet  feen  the  hemlock-mafs  fail  to  improve 
at  the  fame  time  the  health  and  ftrength  of 
the  patient  when  both  had  been  deficient. 
It  has  even  in  fo  fhort  a time  as  is  requisite 
for  the  cure  of  the  Venereal  Rofe  reftored 
the  urine  to  a full  fcream  when  that  had 
been  wanting  from  the  time  of  a former 
cure. 

As  this  medicine  had  never  difcovered  to 
me  any  diredt  tonick  power  I believed  that 

V 

its  effedls  were  the  more  eaflly  frufirated  as 
above  by  intemperance  of  any  kind.  On 
this  account  as  foon  as  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  were  gone  I began  early  to 

combine 
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combine  the  hard  extra#  of  Peruvian  bark 
with  the  hemlock,  and  with  fuch  remarkable 
advantage  that  I have  perfifted  in  the  practice 
ever  fince ; though  this  improvement  is  not 
quite  fufficient  to  baffle  very  abfurd  condu#. 

‘ r:OD  : - ; 

What  is  here  faid  is  only  applicable  to  the 
Ample  Venereal  Rofe;  for  in  the  cafes  of 
benign  complication  the  Peruvian  bark  can 
fcarce  ever  be  ufed. 

i 

■ o ■ . . • jl  ' no 

Having  prefaced  fo  far,  I am  now  led  to 
particularize  the  fubje#  in  hand. 

% f, 

§i.Of  the  Cure  of  the  Jimple  Venereal  Rofe, 

For  this  difeafe  I prefcribe  as  under. 

The  patient  is  to  take  two  hemlock-pills 
weighing  five  grains  each  thrice  a day ; to 
wit,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  two  in  the 
afternoon,  and  eight  at  night.  He  is  to 
(continue  this  dofe  while  the  fymptoms  abate : 

C but 


but  if  little  alteration  has  taken  place  in  three 
days,  on  the  fourth  he  is  to  take  three  pills 
thrice  a day  and  for  the  fame  time;  and 
then  on  the  fame  conditions  to  perfevere  or 
increafe  the  dofe  to  four  pills  at  the  ufual 
hours  for  a continuance : becaufe  if  the  dif- 
order  is  not  by  this  time  very  much  abat- 
ed inattention  to  rules  muft  be  the  reafon 
which  no  increafe  of  dofe  can  redify.  This 
I fay  from  the  cleared:  proof ; becaufe  I have 
on  fuch  an  occalion  given  triple  the  dofe  here 
recommended  thrice  a day  with  no  better 
nor  with  the  lead:  bad  effed. 

i 

If  the  belly  be  regular  no  laxative  is 
wanted.  In  cafe  of  coflivenefs  the  following 
pills  will  be  necelfary. 

Take  of  focatorine  aloes  and  hard  fope 
each  a dram.  Beat  them  together  into  an 
uniform  mafs  with  a fufficient  quantity  of 
honey ; and  divide  it  into  twenty-four  equal 
pills.  ' °ne 
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One  of  thefe  pills  more  or  lefs  fhould  be 
taken  every  night  fo  as  to  produce  one  ftool 
a dav. 

j - 

No  external  means  are  wanted,  except  a 
bag-trufs  and  the  patient’s  own  urine. 

The  trufs  fhould  be  ufed  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  the  cure.  The  urine  as 
it  paffes  occafionally  anfwers  the  purpofe  of 
a fomentation  ; and  better  too  than  any  that 
could  be  put  in  its  place. 

For  this  end  the  patient  every  time  he  is 
to  make  water  fhould  ftretch  the  prepuce 
beyond  the  glans  between  his  finger  and 
thumb  while  he  preffes  its  extremity  foftly 
together  fo  that  the  urine  may  in  part  be 
impeded  in  its  progrefs  out  of  the  body ; by 
which  means  it  will  effectually  cleanfe  the 
glans,  its  neck,  and  the  infide  of  the  pre- 
puce, 

C 2 
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Even  in  the  cafe  of  hemorrhage  from  the 
urethra  the  preceding  means  of  cure  are 
fufficient ; becaufe  the  hemlock-pills  remove 
the  chordee  which  is  the  caufe  fooner  than 
any  other  medicine  that  I am  yet  acquainted 
with.  Indeed  in  my  opinion  fuch  a circum- 
ftance  need  never  happen  provided  that  the 
patient  is  attentive  to  rules,  and  among  the 
reft  to  lit  up,  if  in  bed,  when  the  chordee 
comes,  and  further  to  mitigate  its  violence 
and  fhorten  its  duration  by  affifting  the  cur- 
vature in  the  manner  already  mentioned. 

As  to  diet,  the  patient  Ihould  have  for 
dinner  fome  plain  meat  with  pudding  or 
broth,  and  fmall  beer  for  drink;  for  fupper, 
broth  or  milk  with  bread  ; for  breakfaft,  tea 
with  bread  and  butter  as  ufual;  and  for  a 
luncheon, broth.— In  the  intervals  the  cooling 
liquids  fuch  as  gruel  and  barley  water  may 
as  far  as  convenient  be  tifed  for  the  fake  of 
increafing  the  quantity  of  the  urine  and  fo 

- ^ blunting 
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blunting  its  acrimony,  whereby  the  hemlock- 
pills  will  be  affiled  in  putting  a more  fpeedy 

period  to  the  inflammation. 

# ' 

Wine,  fpirits,  ale,  and  porter  may  furely 
be  left  off  with  hearty  good  will  during  the 
fhort  time  that  is  requifite  for  the  cure  of  this 
inflammatory  diforder. 

All  other  aggravating  caufes  fhould  like- 
wife  be  avoided ; fuch  as  violent  exercife, 
indifcreet  expofure  to  cold,  late  hours,  hot 
rooms  &c. 

When  all  fymptoms  of  inflammation  are 
gone  and  the  cure  goes  on  but  llowly 
through  accidents  that  cannot  be  avoided 
the  fame  means  are  to  be  purfued  with  the 
addition  of  an  equal  proportion  of  the  hard 
extra#  of  Peruvian  bark  to  the  hemlock 
and  of  as  much  of  the  balfam  of  Peru  as  may 
be  neceffary  to  make  a mafs  uniform  and 

C 3 of 
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of  proper  confidence  for  pills  of  the  ufual 
weight. 

Four  of  thefe  pills  are  to  be  taken  thrice 
a day. 

Sometimes  it  is  neceflary  for  expediting 
the  cure  to  take  twenty  drops  of  the  Saturnine 
Tin&ure  in  a glafs  of  water  with  each  dofe 
of  the  pills. 

- - y - . f ■ m ■ , . . . t 

Toward  the  conclufion  of  tedious  cafes 
the  cure  will  be  further  quickened  and  con- 
firmed  by  dipping  the  yard  two  or  three 
times  a day  in  cold  water,  while  the  patient 
is  perfevering  at  the  fame  time  in  the  ufe  of 
the  other  means. 

J 2.  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Difeafe  complicated  with 
Spafmodick  Pains  of  the  Tard. 

When  thofe  fpafmodick  pains  have  been 
fixed,  fevere,  and  conftant,  the  promoting  of 

four 
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four  or  five  ftools  hath  made  them  fhift  their 
place,  hath  abated  their  feverity,  and  hath 
even  brought  them  to  an  intermiffion.  For 
thefe  reafons,  though  I know  that  the  hem- 
lock will  of  itfelf  cure  this  complication,  yet 
it  will  always  be  proper  to  join  a laxative 
with  it ; becaufe  the  progrefs  of  the  cure  is 
thereby  more  comfortable  to  the  patient  and 
alfo  fooner  at  an  end. 

\ 

t / 

Two  of  the  laxative  pills  therefore  are  to 
be  given  more  or  lefs  every  night  fo  as  to 
produce  two  ftools  a day. 

The  hemlock-pills  are  to  be  given  pro- 
greffively  as  in  the  preceding  fedlion. 

■ , « 

After  the  pains  are  gone  if  the  cure  fhould 
prove  tedious  the  Peruvian  bark  and  balfam 
fhould  be  combined  with  the  hemlock  and 
ufed  with  the  other  means  as  in  the  fimple 
Venereal  Role. 

C 4 
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The  laxative  pills  may  now  be  omitted  or 
juft  taken  fo  as  to  keep  the  body  regular. 

The  fame  regimen  fhould  be  obferved  as 
in  the  fimple  Venereal  Rofe;  only  the  pa- 
tient fhould  be  ftill  more  abftemious  as  to 

* * 

folid  food  during  the  complication. 

• . ■ . ..  , , . 

' U 

J 3.  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Pifeafe  complicated  with 
Inflammation  of  the  Proflate  Gland. 

As  this  difeafe  has  all  the  tendencies  of 
any  other  phlegmonous  or  conftri&ed  in- 
flammation, the  means  of  cure  ought  to  be 
ufed  as  foon  as  it  appears  that  it  may  to  a 
certainty  be  removed  by  Refolution  which 
will  prevent  a great  deal  of  mifery  that 
would  otherwife  happen  if  Nature  was  left 
to  herfelf ; when  at  leaft  fuppuration  would 
be  the  confequence  which  for  the  moft  part 
ends  in  a Fiftula. 
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Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  thus  timely  taken 
from  the  arm  will  in  general  greatly  abate 
the  pain  fo  as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  it  fhall 
be  entirely  carried  off  by  the  other  means 
employed.  If  however  fome  doubt  on  this 
head  fhould  remain  it  will  be  entirely  remov- 
ed by  a repetition  of  the  phlebotomy  within 
twenty -four  hours  from  the  firjft  operation. 

* 

Half  an  ounce  of  Polychreft  fait  is  to  be 
diffolved  in  a pint  of  hot  water  : and  a fourth 
part  of  it  is  to  be  taken  warm  every  fix 
hours  beginning  the  day  of  the  firfl  blood- 
letting. 

This  folution  is  to  be  repeated  in  more  or 
lefs  quantity  every  day  fo  as  always  to  pro- 
duce four  or  five  flools  till  the  diforder  is 
removed. 

Cut  into  fmall  pieces  and  bruife  four 
ounces  of  newly  gathered  hemlock,  and  boil 

it 
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it  in  four  pints  of  water  for  five  minutes. 
Strain  the  liquor  when  cold ; and  then  make 
it  fufficiently  hot  for  ufe. 

The  part  affedted  is  to  be  fomented  for 
half  an  hour  three  or  four  times  a.  day  with 
flannels  wrung  out  of  the  above  decoflion 
and  applied  of  an  agreeable  warmth. 

After  fomenting  the  part  is  always  to  be 
anointed  with  fome  of  the  following  applica- 
tion; which  confifts  of  half  an  ounce  of 
camphor  diffolved  in  half  a gill  of  olive  oil. 

From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  cure 
the  patient  fhould  ly  in  bed  and  live  on  broth, 
gruel,  barley  water  &c.  abstaining  from  all 
folids  even  bread  and  from  every  thing  fpi- 
rituous  or  fermented. 

In  a few  days  the  cure  of  this  additional 
diforder  will  be  effected ; when  the  patient 

is 
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is  to  return  to  the  means  of  cure  for  the 
Ample  Venereal  Role. 

§ 4-  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Difeafe  complicated  with 
Inflammation  of  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder. 

This  is  a much  more  violent  diforder  than 
the  inflammation  of  the  prohate  gland.  In- 
deed it  highly  endangers  the  patient’s  life. 
The  fame  means  are  to  be  ufed  in  this  as  in 
that ; but  in  a greater  degree  in  proportion 
to  the  violence  of  the  lymptoms. 

Blood  fhould  immediately  be  taken  from 
the  arm  in  a full  ftream  and  till  the  patient 
begin  to  faint. 

/ 

This  operation  is  to  be  repeated  every  day 
to  a pound  more  or  lefs  according  to  its 
eflfe&s  in  moderating  the  pains  and  in  giving 
freedom  to  the  urine. 


At 
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At  the  fame  time  the  folution  of  poly- 
chreft  fait  is  to  be  given  every  four  hours 
that  it  may  operate  as  a febrifuge  both  on 
the  blood  and  on  the  firjft  paffages  fo  as  to 
produce  five  or  fix  flools  every  day. 

The  whole  abdomen  from  the  navel  down 

r , . ' ' ' r\  ' • 
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fhould  be  fomented  every  four  hours  for  an 
hour  at  a time ; fhould  be  anointed  all  over 
after  each  fomentation  with  the  camphorated 
oil ; and  fhould  in  the  intervals  be  covered 
with  flannel. 

The  thin  cool  diet  fhould  be  frill  more 
fevere  even  to  the  exclufion  of  broth : but 
the  other  liquids  muff  be  taken  often  and 
copioufly  till  the  difeafe  is  on  the  decline 
when  broth  can  be  added. 

A few  days  will  fhow  the  good  effedls 
of  this  treatment  if  timely  and  frridtty 
pradtifed  by  moderating  every  fymptom. 

Venefe&ion 
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Venefe&ion  fhould  then  be  laid  afide : and  the 
lolution  with  the  external  means  are  to  be 
continued  though  with  conflderable  abate- 
ment till  every  fymptom  of  the  complication 
is  gone.  The  cure  of  the  primary  diforder 
is  then  to  be  completed. 

• «•>  p 

$ 5.  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Difeafe  with  Swelling  and 

Inflammation  of  the  Teflicles  and  Scrotum . 

* 

In  this  cafe  the  patient  muff  immediately 
go  into  bed  and  continue  there  till  at  leaf! 

the  inflammatory  fymptoms  are  gone. 

* 1 , 

% 

He  muft  live  on  the  thin  cool  diet  abftain- 
ing  from  every  thing  folid. 

* 

The  parts  affefted  mull;  be  wrapped  in 
flannel  and  fupported  by  a bag-trufs,  fo  as  to 
be  kept  as  eafy  as  poflible  till  the  cure  is 
completed. 

% 1 
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In  general  lefs  blood  is  neceffary  to  be 
taken  in  this  than  in  fome  of  the  preceding 
complications  ; for  as  the  parts  affedted  yield 
more  readily  the  fymptoms  are  commonly 
lefs  violent.  When  blood-letting  is  necef- 
fary it  fhould  be  taken  from  the  arm : and 
leeches  are  to  be  applied  after  to  the  part 
affefted  in  number  proportionate  to  the  exi- 
gence of  the  cafe. 

The  folution  of  polychreff  fait  fhould  be 
given  fo  as  to  produce  two  or  three  fools  a 
day ; and  in  the  manner  above  mentioned. 

The  part  affected  fhould  be  fomented  three 
or  four  times  a day  for  an  hour  at  a time  r 
and  a poultice  of  bread  and  milk  with  oil  of 
hemlock  fhould  be  applied  through  the  night. 

In  the  intervals  of  fomenting  fome  folds 
of  linen  drenched  in  the  fame  oil  fhould 
always  be  applied. 

The 
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The  hemlock  oil  is  made  in  the  following 

* 

manner. 

i 

Boil  half  a pound  of  frefh  hemlock  cut 
and  bruifed  in  a pint  of  olive  oil  till  it  be- 
come crifp ; then  drain  off  the  oil. 

The  pra£litioner  or  patient  has  here  his 
choice  either  to  ufe  this  or  the  comphorated 
oil.  I know  from  experience  that  the  hem- 
lock-oil is  preferable  in  every  cafe  whether  > 
venereal  or  not  where  that  with  camphor  is 
recommended;  and  befide  is  not  offenfive  by 
its  fmell  as  the  other  is.  On  all  occafions 
therefore  I only  recommend  the  camphorated 
oil  till  the  other  can  be  got. 

/ 

By  the  time  that  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms  are  gone  the  dwelling  will  at  lead  be  a 
good  deal  reduced.  The  patient  may  then 
leave  his  bed.  Befide  the  bag-trufs  the 
hemlock-oil  is  now  to  be  the  only  topical 

application ; 
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application ; and  with  which  the  parts  affect- 
ed are  to  be  kept  conftantly  moift. 

The  laxative  and  hemlock-pills  as  well  as 
the  diet  are  now  to  be  ufed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  directed  for  the  fimple  Venereal 
Rofe ; which  will  complete  the  cure  both  of 
the  primary  and  of  this  accidental  diforder. 
No  cafe  of  the  kind  that  I have  yet  feen  hath 
been  able  to  refiff  this  treatment. 

v 

Having  thus  finifhed  the  hiftory  and  the 
cure  of  the  Venereal  Rofe  I fhall  in  the 
following  chapter  conclude  with  fome  necef- 
fary  remarks  that  could  not  fo  eahly  be  in- 
troduced into  the  body  of  the  work. 


* 
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CHAP.  V. 

1 The  venereal  compared  with  the  common  Rofe. 

> / 

That  I may  further  eflablifh  my  doCtrine 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  Venereal  Rofe 
I fhall  now  particularly  inquire  how  far  this 
difeafe  agrees  with  Eryfipelas  in  general  as  to 
its  principal  charters. 

* 

f x i 

Firft  then,  the  Eryfipelas  or  Rofe  always 
tends  to  alter  the  ftruCture  of  the  part  affect- 
ed fo  as  to  render  it  in  general  more  liable 
ever  after  to  the  fame  difeafe : and  returns 
as  often  as  they  occur  never  fail  to  enlarge 
that  part  more  and  more.  Hence  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  change  made  in  the  firft  in- 
flance  is  alfo  an  enlargement  though  too  in- 
confiderable  to  be  obvious  to  our  fenfes. 

D The 
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The  Elephantiafis  of  the  Weft  Indies*  leems 
to  be  nothing  more  than  the  confequence  of 
the  Rofe.  And  I have  feen  feveral  inftances 
of  the  forearms  enlarged  to  double  their 
natural  fize  from  the  fame  caufe. 

In  conformity  with  this  we  have  already 
eftablifhed  it  as  a fa<ft  that  during  the  Vene- 
real Rofe  the  part  affe&ed  is  thickened.  In 
this  difeafe  however  the  thicknefs  entirely 
goes  off  with  the  inflammation  through  the 
copioufnefs  of  the  purulent  difcharge.  Of 
courfe  when  this  is  prematurely  flopped  the 
confequences  often  imbitter  and  fometimes 
fhorten  life.  A remaining  thicknefs  from 
fuch  a caufe  does  at  times  among  other  in- 
conveniences give  rife  to  the  Rqfe  whether 
venereal  or  not ; efpecially  when  aftifted  by 
the  irritation  excited  by  a bougie,  an  inftru- 
ment  in  ufe  much  beyond  its  merits. 

* See  Hillary  on  the  Difeafes  of  Barbadoes. 

Secondly, 

* m 
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Secondly,  the  Common  Rofe  is  in  general 
attended  with  pain  which  however  is  very 

tolerable : and  fometimes  this  difeafe  is  ac- 

\ 
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companied  with  an  itching  inftead  of  pain 
which  is  fcarce  tolerable. 

The  Venereal  Rofe  is  likewife  attended 
with  very  little  pain,  except  on  making  water. 
And  I have  known  it  attended  with  an 
almoft  conftant  intolerable  itching  which 
was  even  aggravated  by  making  water. 

Thirdly,  the  Common  Rofe  is  fometimes 
without  any  difcharge ; but  for  the  moil  part 
with  one ; and  that  molf  commonly  ferous 
and  in  no  great  quantity.  However  in  ca- 
chedlick  habits  we  have  found  it  purulent 
and  copious. 

The  Venereal  Rofe  is  now  and  then  with- 
out any  difcharge;  but  for  the  moft  part 
with  one,  which  at  the  beginning  is  ferous 

D 2 and 
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and  fmall  but  foon  becomes  purulent  and 
copious. 

Fourthly,  the  Common  Rofe  is  generally 
ipreading  from  place  to  place;  except  in 
cachedick  cafes  where  I have  always  found 
it  ftationary. 

The  Venereal  Rofe  is  always  flationary. 
The  fuppofed  fpreadings  are  no  part  of  the 
main  difeafe;  but  complications  the  confer 
quenees  of  bad  treatment  or  neglect,  as  hath 
been  already  obferved. 

Fifthly,  the  Common  Rofe  is  liable  to  diC 
appear  fuddenly ; and  always  with  danger  to 
the  patient.  It  likewife  fometimes  appears 
all  of  a fudden  and  when  leaft  expected  to 
the  total  removal  of  fome  mifery  within  one 
or  other  of  the  great  cavities. — A lady  was 
troubled  with  a cough  and  a pain  in  the  left 
, fide  which  affeded  her  breathing.  This  pain 

immediately 


( 6i  ) 


immediately  went  off  on  the  appearance  of 
the  Rofe  near  to  the  part  that  had  been  affect- 
ed.— A perfon  juft  recovered  of  a dyfentery 
dreamed  in  the  night  that  a man  was  pulling 
out  his  bowels ; and  awaked  in  a great  fright. 
He  was  then  exceeding  hot,  had  a fhooting 
pain  in  his  face  and  a fevere  bearing  down 
as  though  he  wanted  to  go  to  {tool : but  on 
trial  he  had  none.  In  the  morning  the 
lower  part  of  his  face  was  affected  with  an 
ervfipelas  covered  with  a crop  of  clear  fmall 
puftules.  He  was  then  in  other  refpedts 
quite  well. 

The  Venereal  Rofe  is  liable  to  difappear 
fuddenly:  when  it  is  generally  fucceeded 
by  inflammation  of  the  inguinal  or  proftate 
glands,  of  the  tefticles  or  of  the  eyes;  and 
fometimes  by  that  general  affeCtion  of  tho 
whole  body  called  the  Pox.  The  ophthalmy 
on  fuch  an  occafion  is  faid  to  be  fo  violent  as 
to  deftroy  that  delicate  organ  before  the 
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means  of  cure  can  have  time  to  produce  the 
defired  effedt*.  I have  feen  the  ophthalmy 
more  than  once  which  was  doubtlefs  vene- 
real: and  it  was  always  fafely  cured.  In 
every  cafe  of  this  kind  the  immediate  open- 
ing of  the  temporal  artery  is  indifpenfible. 
And  whoever  omits  that  generous  remedy 
in  violent  inflammations  of  the  eyes  whether 
venereal  or  not  is  liable  to  much  blame : for 
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that  operation  is  not  only  perfedtly  fafe,  but 
gives  inftant  relief,  and  likewife  fhortens  the 
cure  far  beyond  any  other  means  that  have 
been  yet  tried.  We  have  feen  inftances  of  a 
violent  ophthalmy  being  entirely  removed  by 
the  time  that  the  bleeding  was  concluded:)-. 
Surely  no  venereal  poifon  can  operate  fo 
fuddenly  as  to  obviate  fuch  a cure ! 

* Vide  Erndtelium  apud  B.  Van  Swieten’s  Com- 
ment. inH.  Boerh  aphorifmos.  Vol.  v.  4to.  p.  430. 

t See  improved  Methods  of  opening  Arteries,  &c. 

The 
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The  return  of  the  Venereal  Rofe  often 
happens ; but  with  little  more  good  effedt  than 
to  abate  in  a degree  fome  of  the  mod:  conti- 
guous fvmptoms  that  had  occurred  through 
its  difappearing : which  is  all  that  could  be 
expedted  from  a poifon  that  had  been  further 
introduced  into  the  body. 

Sixthly,  inflammatory  malignity  moft  com- 
monly appears  under  the  form  of  the  Rofe. 
This  inflammation  is  therefore  fometimes 
infedtious. 

The  Venereal  Rofe  is  always  infedtious. 

\ 

Seventhly,  in  the  Common  Rofe  internal 
medicines  make  the  indifpenfible  part  of  the 
cure.  The  greatefl:  fhare  of  the  inconveni- 
ences that  have  been  obferved  in  the  cure  of 
this  difeafe  have  been  generally  and  juflly 
attributed  to  the  topical  applications.  Thefe 
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when  the  moft  fuitable  are  of  weak  power ; 
and  therefore  only  a fecondary  help. 

In  no  circumftances  does  the  Venereal 

\ f 

coincide  more  corredtly  with  the  Common 
Rofe  than  in  thefe. 


•-  % 
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THE  APPENDIX. 


Necejfaries  to  afcertain  the  preceding  Cure  oj 
the  Venereal  Rofe. 


-•l-n-  ! i t 


Of  the  Powder  of  Hemlock, 


Before  the  Treatife  on  the  Kinkcough  was 

• • • ♦ 
publifhed  this  preparation  of  hemlock  had  . 

been  chiefly  prefcribed  for  internal  ufe  at 
Edinburgh.  The  celebrated  Profeflors  of 
Medicine  the  late  Dodtors  Cullen  and  Gre- 
gory both  told  me  that  as  much  caution  was 
neceflary  in  afcertaining  the  dofe  of  every 
frefli  powder  as  if  it  had  been  a chemical 
preparation ; and  that  very  alarming  fymp- 
toms  had  arifen  from  inadvertence  in  that 
refpefl.  It  is  not  eafy  to  aflign  a reafon  for 
this  Angularity : perhaps  fome  parts  of  the 
plant  may  be  more  virulent  than  others ; the 

gathering 
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gathering  of  it  at  different  times  of  the 
year,  or  at  different  ages  may  probably  alfo 
occafion  a difference  ; and  perhaps  all  parcels 
of  the  herb  collected  for  powdering  may  not 
have  been  freed  from  impurities  with  equal 
care:  but  mod:  probably  this  diverfity  of 

jftrength  in  the  different  preparations  depends 
in  a great  meqfure  on  the  different  degrees  of 
heat  employed  in  drying  the  herb  previously 
to  its  being  powdered.  I know  that  if  hem- 
lock be  drycd  in  the  fhade  according  to  the 
common  rule  it  will  lofe  much  of  its  colour 
and  fmell.  The  frefh  herb  bruifed  turns 
yellow  in  a few  hours.  The  expreffed  juice 
becomes  yellow  and  throws  up  bubbles  in 
much  the  fame  time.  Hemlock  therefore 
fhows  a jftrong  difpofitipn  to  ferment.  In 
order  to  prevent  this  fermentation,  and  con- 
fequently  to  preferve  its  virtues  entire,  the 
herb  when  intended  for  powder  fhould  be 
dryed  by  a pretty  brilk  heat.  Hence  it  is 
probable  that  intermediate  degrees  of  heat 

will 
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wiiL  produce  powder  of  proportional  efficacy. 
Hence  feems  to  arife  the  neceflary  caution 
with  regard  to  every  frefh  preparation. 
Hence  a proper  ftandard  for  making  both 
powder  and  extradt  feems  equally  wanted. 
I commonly  diredl  the  powder  to  be  made 
as  follows. 

Take  any  quantity  of  the  leaves,  footflalks 
and  tender  parts  of  the  flems  and  branches 
of  hemlock  about  the  time  that  the  fiirffc 
flowers  are  beginning  to  open;  fpread  it 
upon  a hearth  before  a good  fire,  in  a room 
where  in . particular  dogs  or  cats  have  no 
accefs;  and  place  a deep  fender,  or  fome 
iuch  contrivance,  immediately  behind  the 
herb,  in  order  to  haften  the  procefs  of 
drying.  When  the  herb  is  fufficiently  fri- 
able, reduce  it  to  a very  fine  powder.  This 
when  preferred  in  phials  well  flopped  will 
retain  its  efficacy  for  many  months. 


We 
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We  now  come  to  the  method  of  making 
the  mafs  for  pills.  It  is  compounded  of  the 
powder  and  expreffed  juice  evaporated  to  a 
certain  confidence.  This  infpifTated  juice 
ufually  called  extract  may  dill  retain  the 
name:  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  I employ 
it  only  as  an  ingredient  for  the  mafs  of  pills. 
I prefer  this  form  not  only  as  it  keeps 
better,  but  alfo  as  it  probably  hath  the 
virtues  of  the  herb  in  greated  perfection. 
A fufficreift  quantity  of  powder  diould  be 
in  readinef's  previoudy  to  making  the  ex- 
tract, the  procefs  of.  which  is  as  under. 

T he  'Extract  of  Hemlock. 

When  you  are  about  to  make  this  Extract 
the  plant  mud  be  gathered  over  night ; fo 
that,  by  beginning  very  early  next  morning, 
the  feveral  procedes  of  incifon,  contudon, 
expredion  and  evaporation  may  be  finifhed 
in  one  day  for  the  reafon  already  adigned. 

The 
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The  plant  may  be  gathered  wherever  it 
is  found  healthy  and  rank:  though  thofe 
places  feem  preferable  where  it  naturally 
affe&s  to  grow. 

i 

The  bed;  age  for  cutting  hemlock  in  order 
to  make  the  extraft,  is  that  mentioned 
above ; as  then  the  herb  is  in  full  verdure, 
hath  buffered  little  or  nothing  from  the  de- 
predations of  infers,  and  its  odour  is  mani- 
feftly  ftrongeft. 

Every  part  of  the  herb  except  the  root 
Ttnd  what  may  happen  to  be  decayed  fhould 
be  taken. 

The  fubjeft  thus  collefted  is  to  be  cut 

down  and  bruifed  exceedingly  well  in  a 

» 

wooden  or  marble  mortar,  and  then  pilt  into 
hair-bags  for  expreffion  by  five  or  fix  pounds 
at  a time. 


During 
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During  the  expreffion,  the  firft  juice  is 
opake,  deeply  green,  and  difcovers  little 
odour.  But  by  degrees  it  becomes  lighter 
in  colour,  till  what  runs  laft  is  of  a pale 
yellovvifh  green,  and  is  diaphanous.  And 
all  along  it  feems  to  gain  in  fmell  what  it 
Iofes  in  colour. 


As  this  is  the  cafe,  the  matter  fhould  be 
drained  of  its  juice  as  much  as  can  be ; fmcc 
probably  what  comes  laft  pofteftes  in  great- 
eft  degree  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the 
herb. 

For  this  purpofe,  frequently  altering  the 
portion  of  the  bag  in  the  prefs  is  recom- 
mended that  no  part  of  the  herb  may  elude 
the  utmoft  efforts  of  prefture:  and  this  pro- 
cefs  fhould  be  continued  till  the  drops  fall 
very  (lowly ; when  the  herb  on  being  taken 
out  of  the  bag  will  appear  quite  dry. 


This 


( 71  ) 

This  exprefled  juice  all  along  depofes  in 
part  a yellowifh  fediment:  but  the  whole  is 
to  be  ufed  without  depuration. 

f 

To  fave  time,  as  foon  as  you  have  got  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  juice  to  fill  your  veflel, 

you  may  proceed  to  evaporation ; gradually 

\ 

adding  more  as  you  get  it  ready,  and  as  the 
veflel  can  hold  it,  till  you  lhall  have  put  in 
the  whole. 

The  propereA  veflel  for  the  procefs  of 
evaporation  is  a broad  glazed  platter.  This 
is  to  be  put  over  a fire  of  charcoal  in  a fire- 
pan. 

* • 

Before  the  juice  becomes  very  hot  it  will 
run  into  clots,  the  green  part  forming  the 
clots  which  float  in  a brownifh  liquor. 

As  foon  as  thole  clots  are  formed  you 
fhould  begin  to  Air  the  liquor  frequently 

with 
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with  a bit  of  hemlock  ftalk;  and  keep  up 
juft  fuch  a heat  as  makes  them  move  about 
without  driving  them  above  the  furface  or 
occafioning  any  ebullition. 

Proceed  in  this  manner  till  the  inteftine 
motion  ceafe  from  the  matter  having  ac- 
quired more  confiftence : and  then  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  ftir  it  conftantly  from  the  bot- 
tom. The  rule  for  the  degree  of  heat  now 
is  what  raifes  a fteam  without  bubbling  or 
noife. 

* 

Go  on  thus,  till,  upon  fpreading  the  ftuff 
to  an  equal  thicknefs  over  the  platter  whilft 
upon  the  fire,  you  can  with  a fpoon  fcrape 
away  any  portion  from  the  bottom  while  no 
effort  is  made  by  the  contiguous  mafs  to  fill 
up  the  vacuity. 

You  then  have  got  extract  of  a fufficient 
confiftence  as  an  ingredient  for  your  mafs 

of 
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of  pills.  Six  pints  of  the  juice  generally 
yield  one  pound  of  this  Extract. 

Phe  Hemlock-mafs  for  Pills . 

Take  of  the  extract  of  hemlock  as  above 
any  quantity,  and  of  the  powder  of  hem- 
lock one  fifth  part  : mix  them  without 
addition. 

_ 

This  mafs  is  of  a dark  green  colour,  and 
retains  the  odour  of  the  frefh  plant.  The 
quantity  of  powder  here  fpecified  makes  the 
extract  of  a fufficient  confidence  for  pills ; 
efpecially  after  it  hath  been  kept  for  a few 
days  to  allow  the  powder  time  to  abforb 
the  watery  part  of  the  mafs.  And  this  pro- 
portion is  the  more  eligible  that  a quan- 
tity of  hemlock  of  the  age  above  men- 
tioned loft  by  drying  exactly  four  fifths  of 
its  weight.  Therefore  this  mafs,  prepared 
with  fo  gentle  a heat,  and  containing  the 

E fame 
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fame  proportion  of  folid  matter  as  the  herb, 
may  be  allowed  to  polfcfs  the  medical  vir- 
tues of  hemlock  without  diminution. 

The  mafs  of  pills  thus  prepared  Should  be 
put  up  in  done  pots  capable  of  containing 
about  a pound  weight  each;  and  covered 
with  paper  clofely  tied  down.  In  this  man- 
ner I have  known  it  kept  above  two  years 
of  a good  confidence  and  without  difcover- 
ing  any  tendency  to  corrupt.  I mean  how- 
ever fuch  pots  as  are  made  in  Staffordshire 
and  other  parts  of  Britain;  for  the  ware 
that  is  imported  from  Holland,  under  the 
name  of  Delfe,  will  not  preferve  your  com- 
position if  it  were  ever  fo  well  prepared. 


V 

It  will  however  in  general  be  a very  ule- 
ful  precaution  to  look  at  this  medicine  from 
time  to  time:  and  if  its  fmell  begin  to  alter, 

which 
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which  fometimes  happens,  it  fhould  imme- 
diately be  taken  out  of  the  pot  and  beat  in 
a mortar  which  will  reftore  the  natural 
odour,  and  of  courfe  put  a flop  to  the  fer- 
mentation which  was  then  taking  place, 
and  which  would  otherwife  have  ended  in 
mould,  and  in  the  total  deftrudtion  of  the 
mafs  as  a medicine.  By  this  treatment  re- 
peated when  neceffary,  which  will  not  be 
oftener  than  every  fix  or  eight  weeks  at 
moft,  the  hemlock-pills  will  hold  good  for 
any  length  of  time. 

Some  have  made  an  addition  to  the  hem- 
lock-mafs  to  counteract  its  fermentative  qua- 
lity without  ever  confidering  how  far  the 
medical  virtues  may  depend  on  that  fame 
quality. 

Soon  after  the  above  preparations  were 
given  to  the  Publick  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
*T  reatffe  on  the  Kdnkcough,  the  drying  of 

2 plants 
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plants  quicker  than  ufual  was  made  general, 
and  the  hemlock-pills  officinal  by  the  Royal 
College  of  Edinburgh.  Since  that  time  the 
Royal  College  of  London  have  alfo  adopted 
this  new  method  of  drying  plants. 

From  the  whole  that  hath  been  faid  relat- 
ing to  the  hemlock-mafs  for  pills  I fhall  fum 
up  what  any  perfon  whether  of  the  profefion 

or  not  can  be  a judge  of ; namely,  that  if  it 
• 

be  not  kept  in  glazed  earthen  pots ; if  not 
covered  with  paper,  but  with  fomething  that 
impedes  tranfpiration  ; if  it  hick  to  the  fingers 
on  forming  it  into  pills;  if  the  colour  differ 
much  from  that  above  mentioned ; if  mouldy; 
or  if,  inftead  of  what  is  natural,  it  hath  an 
empyreumatical  or  other  rank  fmell;  I fay, 
on  any  of  thole  accounts  it  ought  to  be  re- 
jected as  a medicine  by  no  means  to  be  de- 
pended on. 

i have 
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I have  chofe  to  be  fo  particular ; becaufe 
hitherto  it  h^th  been  generally  the  cuftom  to 
quedion  the  virtues  afcribed  to  this  excellent 
medicine  without  ever  entertaining  a doubt 
of  its  being  faithfully  prepared  ; though  there 
be  dill  too  much  room  for  anxiety  on  this 
lad  head. 

The  hemlock  is  fuppofed  to  have  delete- 
rious qualities.  For  my  part  I have  always 
found  it  an  ufeful  medicine;  and  fo  innocent 
that  it  can  be  fafely  given  to  an  infant  only 
a day  or  two  old.  I have  even  prefcribed 
eight  pills  thrice  a day  making  in  all  a quar- 
ter of  an  ounce  for  a child  eight  years  of  age, 
and  with  the  very  bed  effects.  The  Peru- 
vian bark,  fo  much  in  vogue,  now  and  then 
fhortens  life:  but  not  an  indance  can  be 
produced  of  a fatal  effect  from  hemlock. 

i 

Magna  eft  veritas  et  prasvalcbit. 


I fliall 


( 7»  ) 

I Ainll  conclude  with  this  very  important 
remark,  that,  as  the  hemlock-mafs  of  pills  is 
prepared  two  different  ways,  to  wit,  by  plac- 
ing the  platter  over  the  fleam  of  boilino- 

& 

water  according  to  the  Edinburgh  Difpenfa- 
tory,  and  in  the  manner  above  directed,  it 
will  be  neceffary  for  the  phyfician  to  know 
what  mode  has  been  adopted  with  regard  to 
the  preparation  which  he  is  going  to  pre- 
fcribe : becaufe  what  is  made  according  to 
that  Difpenfatory  has  double  the  ftrength  of 
the  other;  though  it  is  not  a whit  more 
fuccefsful  in  practice  when  you  come  to  the 
proper  dofe  of  each.  Without  this  precau- 
tion very  alarming  fymptomsmay  indeed  be 
produced;  eipecially  if  that  officinal  prepara- 
tion fhall  happen  to  be  prefcribed  for  a very 
young  infant,  a practice  which  I believe 
will  be  fcarce  ever  warrantable. 


FINIS. 
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3.  A Treatife  on  the  Diaphr ag matick  Gout,  commonly 

called  Angina  Pectoris. 
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The  firft  publication  is  a fuccefsful  fpecimen  of  a new  doCtriue 
of  Fever  in  general  advanced  by  this  author. 

Whoever  are  afflicted  with  fomc  of  the  mod  obftinate  diforders 
of  the  head  or  eyes,  and  at  the  fame  time  have  received  little  or 
no  benefit  from  the  common  methods  of  cure,  will  do  well  to 
attend  to  the  important  faCts  related  in  the  fecond. 

The  third  publication  affords  a certain  cure  for  a dreadful 
calamity. 
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